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Artillerymen qualify
during live fire
exercise.
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Triage...

Presentation to be made by President Bush at the White House Apr. 4.
The nation honors Sgt. First Class Paul R. Smith with the first Medal of
Honor since Samolia. 3ID Soldier killed in action April 4, 2003 in
Baghdad during OIF I.

This describes the situation certain area. An M9 armored combat earthmover
units of the 3ID found themselves in that (ACE) knocked a hole in the wall to create
day: an opening to a large courtyard with a lou-

On April 4, 2003, the 1st Brigade vered metal gate on the north side. With

Medics receive wounded| Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, the help of a squad leader and team leader,

from “surprise attack” train-
ing. See story on Page 7A.

Free at last...
Iragi freed after being helg

as a political prisoner in Irag|

Page 15A.

it

Students at Winn...

Winn Hospital provided &
real world setting for stu-

dents interested in the medl{ Task Force 2-7 Forward Aid Station, the gate. By this time, the number of enemy

ical arts. Page 5B.

[Post Update |

Phone scam...

people are being contacted
by telephone from individuals
saying they represent the
“Government Grant Organi-
zation” in Overland Park, N.Y.

The representative will claim
to have $5,000 and they need
your address and bank informa-
tion to deposit the money. This is
a scam.

If you suspect that you are the
intended victim of a scam, notify
the military police and the prop-
er civilian authorities.

Cell phones...

Beginning Apr. 14 all cell
phone numbers wil be released
for use by telemarketers.

You can place your cell phone
on the Federal Trade Commis-
sion’s “National Do Not Call
Registry” list. The process takes
about 30 seconds. Call 1-888-
382-1222 from your cell phone
to register.

Daylight Savings Time...

Daylight Savings Time begins
Apr. 3 at 2 a.m.

Plan ahead and prepare your
work schedules accordingly.

Employees working a night
shift are NOT allowed 1 hour of
administrative leave. Check with
your supervisor for more infor-
mation.
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3IDInBrief............ 12A
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Chaplain’s Corner . ...... 3B
Birth announcements . ...4B
Marne TV Schedule . ..... 4B
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Iraqi Easter...

3rd Infantry Division Sol-
diers celebrated Easter with
sunrise service, special Eastg
meal, and a concert. The sto
in pictures on Page 1B.

attacked to seize Objective Lions, the Sgt. 1st Class Smith checked the far side of
Baghdad International Airport. As part  the courtyard for enemy, found none, and
of the Brigade scheme of maneuver, posted two guards. From the guard post at
Task Force 2-7 Infantry was tasked to the gate small groupings of buildings were
establish a blocking position against a 100-200 meters to the northeast. To the
brigade-sized counterattack on the main northwest, a large white building with a
entrance to the airfield. Task Force 2-7 white dome was visible. The location
had been fighting for three consecutive seemed perfect as the courtyard was along
days and had moved through the night the northern flank of the blocking position

31D Soldier honored with Medal of Honor

il!‘ﬁ.-rl-\.-‘ .

e
Sgt. First Class I%tul R. Smith

before reaching the blocking position. and enemy actions to this point were most-
Morale was high, but Soldiers were ly from the east.
experiencing fatigue. B Company, 3rd  While an engineer squad began to clear
Battalion, 69th Armored Regiment debris in the courtyard, one of the guards
(Knight) was in the east-most position saw 10-15 enemy soldiers with small arms,
oriented along the main avenue of 60mm mortars, and rocket-propelled
approach ready for the main enemy grenades (RPG). These were the lead ele
counterattack. A Company, 2nd ments of an organized company-sized force
Battalion, 7th Infantry Regiment (Rage) making a deliberate attack on the flank of
was attacking to the southeast of the Task Force 2-7. Sgt. 1st Class Smith camg]
Highway. to the position and identified 25-50 more
The main entrance to the airfield was soldiers moving into prepared fighting
a four-lane highway with a median to positions. Sgt. 1st Class Smith instructed a
separate incoming and outgoing traffic. squad leader to“get a nearby -Bradley
Large masonry walls with towers Fighting Vehicle for support. While waiting
approximately 100 meters apart bound for the Bradley, Sgt. 1st Class Smith had
the highway. On the morning of April 4, members of 2nd platoon “retrieve AT-4
2003, more than 100 soldiers from the weapons and form a skirmish line outside

mortars, . scouts and - portions of B identified rose to 100 soldiers, now a con-
Company, 11th Engineer Battalion were firmed company-sized attack. Three of B
in the median behind the forward most Company’s M113A3 armored personnel
blocking positions. The B Company, carriers (APC) oriented .50-cal. machine-
11th Engineer Battalion 2nd Platoon gunstoward the opening in the wall and the
Leader was on a reconnaissance missionsurrounding guard towers, now ‘occupied
with the B Company, Task Force 2-7 by enemy soldiers.
Infantry Commander. During his Sgt. 1st Class Smith's actions to organize
absence, 2nd Platoon received the mis-a defense against the deliberate attack were
sion to construct an Enemy Prisoner of not only effective, but inspired the B
War holding area. Sgt. 1st Class Smith Company, 11th ' Engineer Battalion
was in charge of 2nd Platoon. Soldiers. He then began to lead by example.
Sgt. 1st Class Smith assessed the besAs the Bradley arrived on site and moved
location to be behind the masonry wall through the hole in the wall toward the
bounding the highway. Two guard tow- gate, Sgt. 1st Class Smith ran to the gate
ers along the wall were ideally situated wall and threw a fragmentation grenade at

Sergeant First
Class Paul Ray Smith,
B Company, 11th En-
gineers, 3d Infantry
Division, U.S. Army,
was. born on Sep-
tembr 24, 1969 in El
Paso, Texas.

Upon graduating in
1988 from Tampa Bay
Vocational Technical
High School he enlist-
ed in the Army at
Tampa, Florida. He at-
tended basic and ad-
vanced individual
training at Fort Leo-
nard Wood, Missouri,
and was assigned to
the 82nd Engineer
Battalion, Bamberg,

= t_"; :-'.-'f;'. i .._ .,\. ; ___.H- : #""

Germany. g
Later assignments Sgt. Craig Zentkovich
were with 1st Engi- The rifle and kevlar of Sgt. 1st Class Paul

neer Battalion, Fort Smith are displayed during his me-morial
Riley, Kansas; 317th service held by his unit in April 2003.
Engineer Battalion,

Fort Benning, Geo- Desert Storm, the Persian Gulf
rgia; 9th Engineer Battalion, War, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Koso-
Schweinfurt, Germany and the  vo and Operation Iragi Freedom.
11th Engineer Battalion, Fort For more information on SFC
Stewart, Georgia. Smith  visit Web site at

He deployed on Operation www.army.mil.

to provide overwatch to the holding See Smith ———  — Page 16A

3rd ID continues Iragi mission

Task Force Baghdad takes complex mission
stride, controls area of responsibility

Donna Miles
American Forces Press Service

BAGHDAD, Irag, — During the opening days of Operation Iraqi Freedom, t
Army’s 3rd Infantry Division was racing north toward Baghdad, the tip of t

spear in the coalition’s ground campaign to remove Iraqi dictator
from power.

in

Capt. Andrew Meehan, 443rd Civil Affairs Battalion,
1%rlefs prospective Iragi Policemen during a physical
Saddam Hugsedming test held at the Baghdad Convention Center.

Exactly two years later, the Army’s storied “Rock of the Marne” division is back in Baghd adS CO reS S h OW u p tO

but this time, carrying out a significantly different mission in a significantly
ment.

“We're still out there, doing patrols and beating the insurgents,” said Capt. John “J.R.” Rolland, 2nd Brigade¢,

Field Artillery Regiment. But now the division has a dual — and in many respects, mor
explained Rolland, a veteran of the division’s first Iraq deployment. It's helping the Iragi p
try, including the vital mission of helping train Irag’s security forces, specifically, the 41st
Baghdad.”

different envirgn-

hecome policemen

e complex — mission,
eople build their cpufptory and Photos by

Brigade “Defenders ftfc. Dan Balda
Task Force Baghdad

For soldiers who battled Saddam’s Republican Guard “We went from fighting these guys to helping them|  gAGHDAD Irag — More than 100 potential Iragi Polic

and other Iragi battalions as they thundered norflght for their country,” Rolland said.

through southern Irag and into Baghdad two years ago,Capt. Gary Ducote, also a veteran of the division’
working so closely with Irag’s new military represents &irst deployment to Iraq, faces a similar contrast in hi
dramatic role change. new role as the division’s 2nd Brigade project officer

tracking myriad civil affairs proj

hdad.

the government back on its feet.”

During their last deployment, 3rd

throughout the brigade’s operating area in eastern Bal

“In combat, we were focused on freeing the Iraq
_ people from dictatorship and tyranny,” he said. “Now;

;;:i' we're trying to help them rebuild the economy and get
%

But just as the coalition mission has changed, so has
the environment in which the soldiers operate.
Living conditions have improved dramatically.

i troops frequently slept outside or in abandoned build-
¥ -5 ings, showered under drinking water bottles and ate

recruits showed up at the Baghdad Convention Center rec
P to take the tests necessary to move on to the police acade
P Jordan.

“These recruits come from all over the area — Sadr C
ects under way Basarah, Babel,” Capt. Andrew Meehan, 443rd Civil Affa
J"Battalion said. “These guys will be in charge of patrolling vé
ous neighborhoods in and around Baghdad.”

Last month 250 recruits were screened and 105 were ct
to go to the academy.

“We set very high standards for the recruitment,” Meel
said. “We have no problem failing people if they don’t meet :
of the requirements. We expect a lot from these guys.”

Meehan thought the attitude of the Soldiers in the area
something to do with the number of applicants.

“I think the Soldiers do a great job of talking to the peo
around the city, they motivate the people to sign up for this,
said. “It's kind of a sales job actually. As long as you treat

Infantry Division

more than their share of combat ration.s. , people with the same respect you believe you should be sl
*I . .-"l! Now, at Forward Operating Base Liberty in easterf they will be more welcoming.”
Baghdaq, 2nd Brigade troops enjoy rooms with bed;, @ The potential recruits had to pass a physical training f
Dorina Ml well-equipped gym, a phone center, free laundry servide consisting of push-ups, pull-ups, sit-ups, a 100 meter sprint
Capt. John “J.R Rolland, 2nd Brigade's A and a well-stocked chow hall with meals prepared by p ; ; ;

aBatF'zery 9th Field Artillery Regim%nt said military contractor. “The quality of life is F;]rezlt . saié/ o -1’600 meter run. Soldiers as_S|gned to -1St Ba_tt_ahon,
b ' S ' ; , X o Brigade Combat Team, helped with the physical training te
the 3rd Infantry Division has a more com- Rolland. “It makes it so much easier to do this. “They told me that they had a detail for me, and I told th

yplex mission during its second deploy- Outside the gates, much has changed as well. See Police ' Page 16A

ment to Irag. See 3ID and Related Story

Page 17A
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VOICES
Understanding the concept of

“endangered species” program

Special to The Frontline growing concern over thespecies and their habitat argecovery of endangered species
noticeable decline in the num-designed to not only stop theand such program have already
Endangered species is a terrbers of some species such aspecies' decline, but to bringsucceeded for some species.
often heard nowadays on thebald eagles, panthers, alligathem back so that they are no The bald eagle, our nation's

evening news and in daily con-tors, etc., and the completdonger endangered. symbol, is an endangered

versation. To some, it is aextinction of others such as the Although managing endan-species success story. TheréNot at all ... we're

were no bald eagles nesting ingonna pay what it takes
4o buy it."

reminder of man's failure toLabrador gered

adequately protect and con-duck, pas- species Georgia in 1980 when state an
serve our natural resourcessenger BToET AT i might federal officials began a conser-
Other see the endangeregigeon and R RESOURCES - ﬁﬁ} s e e m vation program that included
species label as an example afory billed = like a the release of young eaglets

government intrusion into thewoodpeck-
private lives of citizens. Let's er.

O OPTIMIZE 1' strange bred in captivity; protection of

mission

habitat and intensive monitor- JONN Bush _
Father of Soldier

Marne Voices

e Erontline

Readers respond to the question:

“Have rising gas prices affected
you and how?”

take the opportunity this week Congress [ for a ing of eagle nests.
to discuss some facts aboupassed laws C COMPLIAMCE q}& Soldier, In 1981, the first successful
endangered species, the laws 1966 and | - demon- bald eagle nest was observed
that protect them and what they1969 to I — strating and the numbers grew slowly,
mean to all of us. Let's beginencourage K KEEP IMPROVING leader- but steadily, over the next sev-
with a brief look back in histo- protection ship is eral years. In 1993, there werd”
ry to help us understand howof species Emmw Fart Stewart/HAAF nothing more than 20 known bald eagle]
there came to be such a thing asonsidered L new. Itis nests in Georgia with nesting
an endangered species. to be in impor- activity confirmed at 15 of
Man's ability to modify his danger of tant to them. One was a brand new

environment makes him uniqueextinction but the laws con-know that when you are callednest at Pineview Lake, the first

among the creatures of thdained few mandatory provi- on to be extra careful around seagle nest on Fort Stewart in 39 ..

earth. From the beginning, wesions. Them, in 1973, Congressed-cockaded woodpeckeryears.
have used this ability to createpassed  The  Endangerecolony, it doesn't mean that the Endangered species conser
more desirable conditions forSpecies Act. In signing the bill, Army or any of its Soldiers vation efforts here at Fort
ourselves. Prehistoric peoplePresident Richard Nixon have been judged to be the culStewart and Hunter
often set fires to clear forestspraised Congress for thisprits who cause the decline ofAirfield include activities such
for agriculture and grazing."important step,” declaring, this little bird. It means that we as setting fire to the woods,
More recently, "that it provided the federal have been reorgnized as theinder proper conditions, in
North American settlers government with neededleaders who can get the joborder to reduce underbrush, ang

Army [

"Well yea - it's definitely
more painful filling up.”

Greg Collier
National Guard Bureau

cleared forests with the ax, andauthority to protect an irre- done. And, as is always theplacing color-coded leg bands
tilled the soil with steel plows placeable part of our nationalcase, with leadership comeson RCWs to help monitor their
drawn by horses. Modern engi-heritage." responsibility. nesting successes. Trees sur-
neers have bulldozers, excava- The law directed federal There are over 280,000 acresounding the immediate vicini-
tors and explosives at their dis-agencies, including

theon Fort Stewart and Hunterty of their nests are also marked MY wife has a little

posal. These tools enable us tDepartment of Defense, toArm Airfield and they are home to indicate their presence.
shape the land to suit our needsnsure their actions did notto eight species that are protect- The training areas that we to drive that instead of
but, in the process, we somejeopardize any endangereded by the Endangered Speciesall Fort Stewart and Hunter [my SUV], and | make
times make it unsuitable forspecies. Federal agencies arAct. Among them are the red-AAF are a wonderful resource.
certain wildlife species. Not also required to carry out pro-cockaded woodpecker,

surprisingly, most of

gered list are in trouble due to adefinition of

loss of habitat.

By the 1960's, there was aprograms

conservation

for

Spc. Eddie Aguila
3rd ID 1st BCT

The ground operation here
two years ago was a tough on
for Army Spc. Eddie Aguilar.

As he and his fellow mem-
bers of 3rd Infantry Division’s

1st Brigade, 64th Armor, were|

pushing north and into
Baghdad, his wife was at homg

giving birth to their son, born ¥

April 1.

Aguilar, who said he had to
push thoughts about his son o
of his mind so he could focu
on his mission, got official

word of the birth two weeks

later.

of his close friend and mentor
Staff Sgt. Stephan Booker,
Booker died during an attack]
by Republican Guard troops aj
the unit was clearing the road
leading to what was then called

But even more emotionally
difficult, he said, was the loss|

Saddam Hussein International +

Airport on April 5, 2003.
“Booker’'s death,” Aguilar

said, “left everyone stunned.” f

Aguilar, still devastated by the
loss, said he thinks of Booker

often, and the example he sethe ins and outs.”

for his soldiers.

Courtesy photo
Headquarters and Headquarterago here never has to serve if
Today, Aguilar is deployed Company. The division’s mis- Iraq. “If | had to do this one

“He was the first person | once again to Iraq with the 3rdsion here is markedly differentmore time to prevent my sonf||
met when | got to the unit,” Infantry Division, this time from two years ago. Ratherfrom having to, | would,” he
Aguilar said. “He taught me all working in the 2nd Brigade’s than combat operations, it'ssaid.

baldThe installation's rich diversity
the grams for the conservation ofeagle, wood stork, indigo snakeof plants and animals are an
species currently on the endanendangered species. The law'and the short nosed sturgeon. indication of what we the Wayne Cook
Well planned, scientifically Army, you the Soldier and the Retiree
makes clear that managemenbased conservation programgivilians on post, have done
endangeredare the best way to promote theight.

Why | serve — for family and friends

Nissan Sentra, and | try

less trips."

focused on fighting the insur- ...

gency and helping the lIraqi
people build their country.

As he carries out the mis-
sion, Aguilar said he’s found
gratification in seeing the Iragis
build their country and feels |
good about being part of the
progress.

But he said he has a more
personal motivator, to ensure
that his friend Booker did not
die for nothing. So he’s taking
the lessons he learned from his
NCO and sharing them with
other, more junior Soldiers.

Booker taught him a lot, "Yes, | think they abuse
Aguilar said. “He taught me the system everytime
that you always look out for symmer comes around.
An

your battle buddy, and that if |
ever needed help, he’'d be there

for me,” Aguilar said. “He also they take advantage.”

taught me that your fellow

Soldiers are your family here, Diane Sandoval
people you can turn to and\pjife of retiree

count on.”

“I'm taking what Sergeant
Booker taught me and passing
it on,” he said.

Aguilar said he has another

"Yes, I'm driving less,
not traveling and just
staying at home."

Diann Hicks
Winn Army
Community Hospital

d this is one way way

motivation during his deploy-
ment: to make sure the son borr
when he was here two yearg
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Legal Notices

“It's affected me because |
don't drive my truck any-
more. Prices are ridicu-
lous."

Staff Sgt. Gregory Watkins
NCO Academy
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harlie Battery takes aim and

'_ brmgs blg guns out for exercise,

WOOdS reverberate to rockets’ sound

From about 10 kilometers away; artlllerymen from
Charlie, Battery‘ 1st Battallon 39th Fleld Art!rlery

W ﬁf‘acs:.uracy
; q it \h{bfiﬁesday aftg._m
 uniit was ‘table 12" quaflﬂ !
Sgt. James Strine ing came Wednesday afternoonround; it only stuck in the rocket firepower, however, ing at once. But nonetheless. “We work out all the bugs
Frontline Staff when the Soldiers fired re- ground wherever it touched there are also droves of mainte-this was an important step inthe motorpool and here at tre
duced-power training rockets down. The only sound that nance Soldiers, communicationreaching that goal, Degen said.ing so in wartime, all the bu
Local artillerymen from from their Multiple Launch could be heard was the thun-Soldiers and other Artillery “If the section is weak,” are worked out,” Degen said

Charlie Battery, 1st Battalion, Rocket Systems across Hwy.derous roar of the rockets’ professionals who assist in theDegen said, “you’ll never have  1-39th FA leaders hope wk
39th Field Artillery Regiment 119 into the main impact area ascent and path to its targetcoordination of complicated a strong platoon; you'll never the division returns, they'll |
brought out the big guns all laston Fort Stewart. Motorist need- Needless to say, earplugs weritarget acquisition, weather fac- have a strong battery or a stron(able to continue past table
week to prove themselves be-ed not worry; the section of mandatory. tors and technical ins-and-outsbattalion.” and get an entire battery qu
ginning with table-10 qualifi- Hwy. 119 that extends between Aside from the spectacle of of systems whose names con- This training opportunity fied and then some.

cations all the way up to table-the outer gate near Pembrokeit all, this event was about thesist of every alpha-numeric only comes roughly twice a For now, the battalion is sy

12. into Gate Three was closed for training. Most of the firers acronym too complex to even year for artillery personnel. and spread out: certain e

The tables, as outlined in most of the day while the live (E5s), drivers (E4s), and teamwrite. Each of the soldiers’ Because the training muni- ments have been tasked \
Army training doctrine, includ- fire went on. chiefs (E6s) were junior in their skills are put to the test during tions are expensive and a lot olindividual Readiness Traini
ed everything from individual  Even still, the Soldiers hit positions and needed the trainthese qualifications. protocol comes with turning in for incoming 3rd Infantr
tactics, techniques and proce-their marks with “telephone ing to remain battle ready inthe Because the division is rounds and handling misfires. Division Soldiers who me
dures to section gualifications poles,” otherwise known as most relevant of times. deployed, qualifying the artil-  Artillery Soldiers find them- soon find themselves in Ir:

all the way up to platoon-level reduced impact practice rock- “You don’t want their first lerymen’s skills past table-12 selves making up for field time and another element hanc
skills. The Soldiers began work ets. Instead of armed detona-rocket to be in the desert sand:(platoon-level qualification in- in the garrison by training on the medical holdovers on F
on tables 1 through 9 as earlytions on the rockets, that in of Irag,” said Fires Brigade cluding multiple rockets on a simulators, performing com- Stewart.

as January of this year. wartime boast the ability to Rear Detachment Commandeitarget) the next step of qualify- mand maintenance every weel Even still other Soldie
The artillery professionals decimate an entire grid squarelLt. Col. E.J. Degen. ing as a battery was because ocand taking sergeants time tofrom 1-39th Fire Artillery at
passed them all. (1 square kilometer), there was It doesn't just take gunners,the many resources tapped tcpractice loading and reloadingdeployed, about a ‘batte

The culmination of the train- absolutely no impact with the chiefs and drivers to employ support that many MLRSs fir- procedures to name a few. plus.
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Capt. Shane Garrison, information operations officer, 4/64 Armor, Camp Prosperity, gives an Iragi woman a
package of diapers during the medical outreach program.

4th BCT Soldiers provide medical aid

Story and photos by People lined up at the make-shift entrancgomething and have a rash,” Green sai¢ = ay ﬁ:& o
Staff Sgt. Raymond Piper between two strands of concertina wiréFor women with infants, they don't have ; . i
Task Force Baghdad where they were searched before medieglequate supplies of formula so we ftry t y "

took over. They did an initial screening ofgive that out.” _

CAMP PROSPERITY, Irag — As the the residents, checking blood pressure and Staff Sgt. Jenny Vega, medic, 703rd For|
convoy pulled into the Janain neighborhoodemperature, and through the help of award Support Battalion, was one of thg
people started to come out of there housesterpreter, discussed the patients medic8oldiers that helped hand out diapers, fo
The speakers on top of the psychologicgroblem. mula and dental kits for the children.
operation’s Humvee announced the Soldiers Green said the focus was on minor She said, the dental kits will help the chil-
arrival. The message was simple — the Sdhjuries and illnesses because currently hetiren keep their teeth healthy and formuliDuring a medical outreach program, Capt. Daniel Green,
diers from 1st Battalion, 64th Armornot equipped to provide more advance caravill help the babies develop properly. “I love battalion surgeon, 4/64 Armor, numbs the finger of a
Regiment were there to provide medical The injuries ran from minor aches andelping out. | love to see the kids and theismall boy after he injured his finger.
assistance to the residents. pains to broken limbs and a variety of coldmothers smiling.”

The medics setup a makeshift aid statioand minor illnesses. Some had injuries that The focus was on providing medical helgtime you reach out to help someafter the Army treated o
to treat the residents as an area was cordorted medics could not treat, such as the sontof the residents, but the benefits go furthebody you develop a relationship.woman'’s son for asthma, she
off with concertina wire Mar. 9. the area mayor, who was blind due to athan just the immediate help. However, we have alreadythem to a hidden weapc

“In order to develop a relationship withinjury during the Iran/Iraq war. Capt. Shane Garrison, information operahad a very positive outcomecache. “That wasn't the ultime
the people, we decided to come out today to Although the Soldiers couldn't heal all oftions officer, 4/64 Armor explained that if from doing things like this. It is goal. The ultimate goal was
treat as many minor ailments as possiblethe resident’s ills, they were eager to ball the commander did was come here to gesmall things like this that maketake care of her children, bu

intelligence, military police and engineer comthan 12,000 residents to clean up the streets and ffee
munities. them of trash. Gayton said, “When residents start o
Their mission is a non-lethal one — to support teee positive things, there's a snowball effect.”
the 2nd Brigaded Combat Team by providing com- The push for power in Sadr City has been ongg-
munications, intelligence, police and engineer agig since heavy fighting in the sector came to gn
sets. end in June. Of the 83 sub-divided sectors of S
The latter, engineer support, is critical in thd5 of them either have power contracts in the worls &
coalition’s continuing effort to rebuild and improveor are completed. For the remaining sectors, a $11"\%ﬂ-
Iraq’s infrastructure, according to Lt. Col. Jamienillion contract is in the works. The contracts covef h
Gayton, commander, 2/3 BTB. parts and labor for utility poles, transformers, and
Gayton, a career engineer officer, along with thiees that run directly to panel boxes in homes.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, serve as project Currently, 12 sectors of Sadr have been contra"
assessment, construction management and quaétyto have potable water piped to residences, fourja
control. He sees the multitude of engineer projectehich are nearing completion. A contract is preg
in the brigade’s sector, specifically Sadr City, as gmared and awaiting funding for the remaining seq
opportunity to garner support from the local popuors. “There is a large number of residents, childre

lace. . specifically, who become very ill because theyLt. Col. Jamie Gayton, commander, 2-3 BTB, speaks with a local woman in a Baghdad
“(Iraqis) are looking for someone to grab onto tarink non-potable water,” Gayton said, adding thaneighborhood. Work was recently completed on the neighborhood's first-ever sewer line.
make things better,” he said. “More importantlythese projects will eventually remedy the problem.

they need to know that we'll follow through with the ~ All infrastructure repair projects in the city ar
projects.” funded from a combination of Iraqi governmen

In Sadr City, more than $380 million has beet).S. government, and non-government organizg-
put into improving the quality of life for two million tion funds. They utilize local contractors and labo
Iraqis. Over 100 sewer, trash, power and water prers from the immediate area which, according
jects in the area either under way or have been co@ayton, is a motivating factor in ensuring the arga

by

Capt. Daniel Green, battalion surgeon, 4tkeen. bad guys, the residents would never see aithem comfortable with our pres-fosters a relationship where p
Battalion, 64th Armor said. “Today the idea “A lot of the children need medication forof the good that Soldiers are doing. ence.” ple help us with our overall m
is volume instead of severity.” asthma or allergies, or they have gotten into Green said, “Ultimately | feel that any He recounted how in one areasion.”
Story and photos by borhood for more than 15 years and never hadra
Staff Sgt. Craig Zentkovich subterranean sewage system, paved streets or durb iy
Task Force Baghdad stones. j ?f»ff' k 4K
This elation is spreading, albeit slowly, to othe . ?..__. -

BAGHDAD, Iraqg — The 2nd Brigade, 3rd parts of Baghdad, including Sadr. There, the Offie'_ Iy ; ""'ﬂ_‘-" 3 .
Infantry Division, Brigade Troops Battalion, isof Transition Initiatives, a branch of the U.S}.~ [ _yﬁ( ) 8 g »
comprised of Soldiers from the signal, militaryAgency for International Development, hired morg¢ ,-‘_i- i g

i

pleted, Gayton said. is free of insurgents.
“(Sadr City and) Baghdad east of the Tigris was “We tell local leaders that we can’t contract th
ignored by Saddam'’s regime.” (infrastructure improvements in their area) if there’

One of the major problems in Sadr, as well as thviolence toward coalition forces,” Gayton said| |
rest of the sector, is an inadequate sewage systeniTdre local leaders take it upon themselves to defl
complete lack of one. with insurgents.”

“What has been our major obstacle to this point In addition to visiting work sites, USACE and
is discovering which areas do or don't have a funthe 2-3 BTB project teams receive feedback dai
tioning sewer system,” said 1st Lt. Joshua Conarfyom maneuver units that patrol each area.
brigade wastewater officer, 2/3 BTB. “Poor record Spartan BCT units like 3rd Battalion, 15t
keeping in the past ... and years of construction afafantry Regiment, who regularly patrol Sadr City}.

lateral lines from each neighborhood that feed intbe residents.
it. The gravity line, which rests 10 — 15 meters Units also check with locals to ensure the co
below the surface, is three meters in diameter atattors and laborers are doing what’s in the neig
runs from the geographic center of Sadr 15 mildmrhood’s best interest.
south to the Rustimiya North Sewer Treatment Overall, Gayton feels that improvements
Plant, one of only two plants east of the Tigris. throughout Eastern Baghdad are going very we
The problem, according to Gayton, is a lack ahuch to the credit of the Iraqi people.
sewage lines that run from homes to the main sewer‘Right now... our job is to help Iraqis help
line. “For the most part,” he said, “(residents’themselves — to show them the path to su
sewage runs from their home into street trenchescess,” he said. “They’re doing the work tg
Ten miles southeast of Sadr City, in Mahalla, eebuild their country.”
street and sewer project was recently completed toGayton concluded, “That’s the only way we'll be
the delight of residents. One of the locals statesliccessful — to establish a safe, secure environment
(through an interpreter) he had lived in the neighhrough helping them improve their daily lives.”  Local workers dig a trench for a sewer line in Zafar, Baghdad in early March.
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Operation gives ald to locals

BAGHDAD, Irag — In a mission dubbed Operation Aid Drop, Soldiers from D Co., 4th Battalion, 64th Armor
Regiment delivered donated items ranging from bottled water to clothing to the residents in the central Baghdad
area Mar. 21. Many of the items were donated from organizations in the United States.

|-

(Above) CAMP PROSPERI-
TY -— Capt. Thomas
Venable, from the Joint
Area Support Group, helps

an lraqgi child blow bub-

bles. Bubbles and other
children's toys were part of

the items the Soldiers de-

livered Mar. 21 during
Operation Aid Drop.

(Right) Staff Sgt. Licedric
Spearmon  from  4/64
Armor, hands a box of
water to a resident.

Rattlesnake Roundup ...
thrills and chills

Maj. Benjamin Matthews, executive officer, 3d ID
Fires Brigade, marched in the 38th Annual
Rattlesnake Roundup Parade.

The Matthews Family participated in the morning
parade and enjoyed the activities throughout the day.
Fires Brigade also provided a color guard to march in
the parade and enjoy the luncheon. This event is one
of the top 20 events in southeast Georgia and draws
larger crowds every year.

Saturday's activities began with the parade at 1,000
to the Veterans Center for a barbeque luncheon and
then to the fairgrounds for handcrafted arts & crafts,

There were rattlesnakes on exhibit, live musical
entertainment, cloggers, snake hunters.

Sunday featured gospel singing, more arts & crafts,
roundup souvenirs and MORE rattlesnakes.

Milking demonstrations were a part of the snake
demonstrations throughout the day. The snake venom
is used for the anti-venom serum and for research.
The venom is also being tested for use in certain med-
icines for treatment of various diseases.
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Tiger Brig
generation

Story and photos by
Spc. Erin Robicheaux
Task Force Baghdad

CAMP TIGERLAND,
Baghdad —In a collabora-
tive effort to build the securi-
ty forces in Iraq, several ele-

ments of the 256th Brigade g

Combat Team participated in
their second Iraqgi Police re-
cruitment.

Maj. Kenneth Donnelly, is
the 256th Brigade Combat
Team Provost Marshal, and
says this recruitment event

was so successful that hel
requested more slots and gof -

them, due to the large turn-

ade recruits next |igs T

of Iragi Policemen o1 i

T o

out.

In the end, a total of 331
Iraqi personnel were given a
letter of acceptance for the
Baghdad Academy and 136
for the Jordan Academy.

Spc. Karen Gangloff, medic, C Co., 199th Forward
Support Battalion, checks the blood pressure of a
potential Iragi Police recruit. The recruits had to pass a
physical exam, fitness test, background check, and a
literacy test for entrance into the Jordan Police

Donnelly contributes a academy. Soldiers of the 256th Brigade Combat Team Iragi Police recruits participate in a physical fitness test, where they were required to

large portion of the success
of the recruitment to the suc-
cess of the recent elections.

“The economy has a lot to
do with it, there are so few
jobs,” Donnelly said. “Butin
the large spectrum, overall
recruitment is up and | think
that after the public saw how
their own people got out
there provided protection
and saw that they were capa-
ble, it gave them a whole
new respect. Now they want
to be a part of it.”

The first step, as with any
career move, is for the
recruits to fill out an applica-
tion. The forms are written
in English and Arabic, and
an instructor uses an over-
head projector with an iden-
tical transparency of the
application so the recruits
can follow along. This pro-
vides extra insurance that no
mistakes are made in the
process. Once the application
is complete, the recruits
begin moving through a
round-robin scenario; going
through different stations in
order to complete the recruit-
ment exercises.

“Some will go to the liter-
acy test, some do their back-
ground checks. They also
have to go through a medical
exam and a physical fithess
test” said Capt. Jeff
Musumeche, Strength
Accounting Officer, 256th
Brigade Combat Team .
Musumeche, is the officer-
in-charge of the Iraq Recrui-
ting Processing Center, and
says that the recruits will fin-
ish in the same place where
they began — with him.

“They begin with me in
the application process, and
after completing each sta-
tion, they bring all of their
paperwork with their scores

conducted operations for the event. perform 10 push-ups and sit-ups, and run a 440 meter dash.

on it, and out-process throughion, where they are screenedvith local nationals is some-screen is the physical fithesdut we make sure that they
me,” he said. for any illnesses or injuriesthing that | rarely get to do, test, but two Soldiers from themotivated enough to pt
Then, they report that may prevent them fromand it was neat to get outside256th BCT Civil Affairs Of- through.”
back for the Jordan and Baghliving the life of a police offi- and see something different.” fice did their best to make the McZeal says the law €
dad Police Academies. cer. She and the other medicoccasion a little more bear-forcement prospects all ha
The recruitment lasts for Spc. Karen Gangloff, achecked vital signs, such asble. good outlook and she co
two days. Potential police Medic with C Co., 199th For- pulse and blood pressure, and Master Sgt. Tony Harring- mended them for their det
officers are referred from award Support Battalion, vol- if the recruits had any majorton and Sgt 1st Class Natashaiination.
variety of places. Task forcesunteered to participate in theproblems, they were sent toMcZeal oversaw the physical “These guys are comil
of the 256th BCT are given aevent. She said that it feltthe physicians. According tofitness test portion of the re-here and risking their live
quota to recruit from their good to have the chance tdGangloff, though, they werecruitment process, and saidchot only to take a test, but
areas-of-operation, and thiswork with the Iragi popula- mainly in good health, andthat they wouldn't accept fail- become Iraqi Police Officer:

generally comes from theirtion. she enjoyed their company. ure from anyone. she said.
local contacts; people they “My usual duties include “This is a good experi- “l haven't had a no-go yet,” “We (Soldiers) risk oL
meet while on patrol. running sick call, and taking ence,” she said. said Harrington. “Everybody lives, too, but they have

The IP recruits also makecare of any traumas that might Perhaps the least favoritewill pass. They are only al- stay here,” she said.
their way to the medical sta-come in,” she said. “Working part of any security forcelowed to take the test once,
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24th ID Surgeon’s Office
provides training for 48th

Story and photos by
Pfc. James Tamez
19th PAD

Amidst the smoke, with bul-
lets flying and mortar rounds
impacting all around, one
Soldier can be the difference
between an injured comrade
making it home alive... or not.

The 24th Infantry Division
Surgeon’s Office is responsibl
for ensuring the medics of the
48th Brigade Combat Team
receive the training necessary g
to ensure they are prepared fo
similar circumstances during
their upcoming deployment to
Irag.

To accomplish this, the Sur-
geon’s Office representativeq
from 24th ID and 1st Army
have been running a 91W com{=+

bat medic refresher and transi-o -\ 1400 Williams, C Co., 148th (Medical), 48th BCT
tion training course at Fort

Stewart. Ga.. for the deplovin (left), performs an abdominal check on a simulated

medics’ v ploy gpatient while his instructor, Staff Sgt. Russell Bowles,
. ' . 13th Bn. NHS, and Maj. Dustin Elder, division medical
(Our course) is an Army . o

Medical approved program of planner, 24t.h ID, _opserve. It_ is the responsibility of the

. . . 24th to provide training oversight for the 48th BCT before

instruction for all medics who

) : their deployment to Iraq.
are going overseas into a com

bat zone,” said Maj. Dustin part was getting all of the med-as medics,” said Master Sgt.dics within the 48th BCT, mul-
Elder, division medical plan- ical equipment and instructorsDouglas Mayes, Pre-deploy- tiple cycles have been arrangedbarricades,
ment noncommissioned officer to ensure everyone is properlyagainst walls,” he said.

The Army recently com- in charge, 13th Bn. National trained. The cycle consists of This particular scenario is

ner, 24th ID. here,” Elder said.
All 180-plus medics as-
signed to the 48th are requiredined two medical MOSs — Health Services.

to participate in this training to 91B (combat medic) and 91C

“We try to make the training hands-on training.

Ii::":._.'r.l.. L '\-. .- : "_. . |i R
Staff Sgt. Jacob Myers, 1st Bn. 108th (Armor), 48th BCT acts as a casualty during 91W

testing. The testing area was created to simulate possible combat conditions, including
poor lighting, smoke and sound effects.

recertification training. He ad- training dummies are used dication in pre-hospital traur
ded this training has been spewell. life support, get trauma a
cially tailored for the medics of “The training seems pretty ways certification and Carc
the 48th BCT. realistic,” said Sgt. 1st ClassPulmonary Resuscitation ce

“Not only are these SoldiersVincenzo Battaglia, HHC 1st fication.
getting combat trauma train-Bn., 48th BCT. “They have Finally, to receive this cer
ing, which is vital for their sound, visuals (poor lighting fication, the Soldiers have
mission, they are getting all theand smoke) and obstacles theass the Semi-Annual Com
latest after-action-review com-medics have to work around.Medic Skills Validation Test.
ments coming out of the IraqiThere is debris around the Mayes said this type
theater,” Elder said. “This is all patients and they aren’t perdraining is necessary to me
geared towards what they mayfectly on their back like they sure these Soldiers will be a
see in Iraq.” would be in an emergencyto face dangerous situatic

Due to the number of me-room.” and be confident they can h
“Also, they are in betweendle it. This confidence is
on chairs andnecessity when you consi
their responsibilities.

“The casualties that we te
andused to see how the Soldiersn war are minimized by tl

would react in a combat situa-medics,” Mayes said. “Tl

classroom instruction

ensure the 48th BCT is fully (licensed practical nurse), toas realistic as possible so tha During the final three days tion. “Medics have to find the numbers who survive a
trained and staffed when theycreate the 91W — Health Carethese Soldiers will have the of the training cycle, the me-patients, triage them quickly,come home to their famili

deploy, Elder said. Specialist MOS.

confidence to do their jobs. It dics undergo testing of whatidentify which ones have life are increased dramatically

For the training, the 24th ID This new position focuseshelps place them in a properthey've learned during thethreatening wounds and treamedics knowing what to ¢

brought in 16 medical instruc-the medics’ efforts toward mindset when there is a lot to class.
tors from Fort Sam Houston,helping to save lives on thedeal with. They have to be able The instructors have set up aymptoms that are shown by
Texas, the home of the U.Sbattlefield, maintaining careto manage the scene, care fosimulated combat scene — ahe wounded.”
Department until the patient can be re-the patients correctly, have amock dining facility that has
Center and School and U.Smoved to a medical facility, good count on the number oftaken mortar fire — leaving that all
and providing more highly patients and use the propermultiple casualties.

Army Medical

Army Medical Command.

“We have supported thesetrained medics for service inequipment on the patients.”
instructors with everything hospital wards.
they need to accomplish their

them based upon the signs andnd how to do it.”

“Our goal is for them 1t
have the confidence to s:
“This is dual purpose training lives. Then we will hay
91Ws have to goaccomplished our mission.”
through,” Elder said. “When they Mayes also gave high pre
These casualties are repreeomplete this course and pass thes for the work the 24th

Elder said these Soldiers aresented by soldiers made upests, they will be qualified asstaff has done to make t
“There are things theseamong the first to go through with simulated wounds, com-National Registry Emergencytraining possible.

training mission. The biggestSoldiers need to be able to ddhe recently approved 21 day plete with fake blood. medical Medical Technicians, have certi-
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Medical unit hone life saving skills and techniques

Sgt. Roy Henry detail is just that more important.”
Ga. NG Public Affairs Throughout the 108th’s recent occupatiol
Forward Operating Base Cartwright, Wa

Every day on television and radio one seesid, he and his fellow medics have been hit
and hears how American service members aadery kind of medical scenario, from bro
Iraqi civilians are being injured or killed bybones to gunshot wounds to blast injuries.
insurgents in that war-torn country. What one At one point, their stress level was pushe
often doesn't see is the effort put forth by medts limits when trainers from the Army’s 4th ¢
ical and non-medical personnel to stem the floth Training Support brigades, hit them wit
of blood, to save a life damaged by those attacksass casualty exercise.

It takes people with steady nerves and a com-The scene inside the compound was or
mitment to saving lives to do that, and that's whghaos as the medical section had its a
the combat medics and the Soldiers of 1st Battretched to their limits dealing with the res
talion, 108th Armor and the 48th Brigade Comef a mortar attack.
bat Team are at Fort Stewart. “On top of that, we were handling casual

The 48th is here at Fort Stewart training for itsaused by “insurgents” who hit a mid-morr
year long deployment in support of Operatiopatrol,” Waters said. “Each one had to be tri
Iraqi Freedom. With more than 4,000 Soldierand treated according to its seriousness.
involved, this deployment is the largest of it§Those who could wait, did, while those t
kind since World War II. needed more extensive treatment than we

“When we hit the ground in Iraqg, we have goprovide as a an aid station were evacuatec
to be ready for anything and everything,” saidombat support hospital or a surgical t
medic Sgt. Robert Waters. “We're not onlysomewhere away from the battle zone.”
going to be treating Soldiers, but also civilians Fellow medic Pfc. Brian Yawn called 1

Sals - B S . and we have got to know how to deal with thodeaining intense and a great challenge
%ﬂl&m " ’ Slt‘l‘Ja:tlonS."- _ _ m?dlc’s_ capabilities. .

Sat. Roy Henry Its_not like he and. his fellow medl_cs across Gett.lng pus_hed to your Ilmlts can really
i ) i ) the brigade never train for such contingenciedfustrating, at times, but what it does is help
Combat medics with Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 108th Armor, determine

L D L - i he added. “It's just that with the circumstancesalize that you can do the job and save ¢
what injuries brought an “Iragi” citizen to their aid station at Forward Operating Base in Iraq being what they are the need for them &ven under the toughest conditions,” he
Cartwright. .

sharpen their life-saving skills down to the finestonfidently.

Irish hero honored on St. Pat's Day

Nancy Gould Baker, master of ceremonies; and keynote speaker, Biéging the colors of his regiment on Oct. 9, 1779. As
Frontline Staff Gen. Larry Ross, commander, 78th Troop Commantepresentative of Irish contributions to the United State
Georgia Army National Guard. Jasper’s career started as an enlisted Soldier four ye
Savannah’s St. Patrick’s Day traditions continued in After the remarks, the colors were presented by tearlier in South Carolina. At the Battle of Fort Moultrig
spite of wet, chilly weather. 3rd Inf. Div. Color Guard, followed by performancedn 1776, he rescued the South Carolina state flag whi®
Every year on Mar. 16, the day before the paradefram the Army Ground Forces Band; the Irish Air Corpsinder direct fire. When offered a commission for hif=d
memorial ceremony honoring the Irish-AmericarPipes and Drums Band; the Old Guard's Fife and Druattions, he turned it down, and remained true to tie
Revolutionary War hero, Sgt. William Jasper, kicks of€orps and other special groups. corps of non-commissioned officers.
the celebration. Afterward, attendees moved out into Madison He later joined the Revolutionary War forces i
This year, the 4:45 p.m. memorial ceremony waSquare's damp air, located adjacent to the Hilton, forGeorgia and helped to intercept British troops escorti
held at the Desoto Hilton. But normally, a processiodl-gun salute from 165th Airlift Wing Honor Guard,American Prisoners of War from a British camp ne3
including the 3rd Inf. Div. Color Guard and the 3rd Inffollowed by “Taps,” and to watch Command Sgt. MajEbenezer, Ga., to Savannah. Along with Sgt. Joff
Div. Band, begins the event with a march from Johnsdrewis Kellam, Hunter Army Airfield garrison commandNewton, he freed prisoners when British Soldie
Square to Madison Square where active duty and retiregrgeant major, lay a wreath at the base of the Jasppped to drink water from a spring nearby.
military servicemen and friends gather to commemorateonument. “Jasper’s heroic spirit exists today in our military se
the hero with accolades from the ceremony’'s guest As a non-commissioned officer, Kellam’s participavice members,” said Brig. Gen. Larry Ross. “Our cou
speakers. tion had special significance in the ceremony. Jaspény started because folks like Jasper didn’t accept tfE==E=
Those who spoke at the in ceremony this year includiso a non-commissioned officer, is the only enlistedtay things were. They wanted freedom and I|berty—
ed Brian Cowen, minister of Finance, Dublin IrelandSoldier in Georgia (and only a few in the country) tthe same things we want for others more than 200 ye:Daniel Sheehan, 2005 Grand Marshall (Ieft)
Otis Johnson, Savannah's mayor; Pete Liakakis, chairave a monument erected in his honor, according fater. Our joint forces have performed magnificently irand Sgt. Maj. Lewis Kellam, Hunter Army
man, Chatham County Commission; Father Patridincent Powers, former general chairman of the Staq to secure this freedom. We've taken the fight to trAirfield garrison command sergeant
O'Brien, chaplain to the Grand Marshall; DaniePatrick's Day Parade Committee. enemy and | think that's exactly what Sgt. Jasper woumajor, lay a wreath at the base of the
Sheehan, 2005 Grand Marshall; Lt. Col. (Ret) Frank Jasper was killed at the Siege of Savannah while raio if he were here with us now.” Jasper monument in Madison Square.
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Ranger medics earn Expert Field
Medical Badge at Fort Benning

Story and Photos by
Kim Laudano
75th Ranger Regiment PAO

FORT BENNING, Ga. —
For the first time in five years,

medics from the 75th Ranger ' .t _ . ) )

Regiment received the Expert s Medics assigned to the 75th Ranger Regiment train to
Field Medical Badge, EFMB, : Tam ] earn the Expert Field Medical Badge. 55 Ranger medics
during a ceremony here Feb. 25 T g A were awarded the EFMB in a ceremony held at Fort

Benning, Ga.

More than 70 Ranger medicqy
began the intensive two-wee

highest overall EFMB pass rat
in the Army since 1999, Chas

said. Medics assigned to the 75th Ranger Regiment practice evacuating a casualty while

The EFMB recognizes Army aining to earn the Expert Field Medical Badge.
medical personnel for proficien-

cy in field medical functions and  “A Ranger medic is expectedfield sanitation and casualty Battalion, 75th Regt. “The senior
is awarded on the basis of skillto be a combat multiplier in that evacuation. instructors were interested in |
and performance, according tohe is a medical expert, but also a Other tasks for the EFMB everyone’s success. They had ug
U.S. Army regulations. Ranger shooter until someonenclude hands-on testing in litterpractice ‘hands on’ during both [}

“The 75th Ranger Regimentneeds him for medical care,” saidevacuation, manual casualty carweekends that we were there ande
has set the standard for medicallontgomery. ries and loading and unloadingit really paid off.” .
personnel Armywide,” Chase Ranger medics must meet allevacuation platforms. For many Ranger medics, the [
said. "Their innovative and chal-of the same physical, mental, These skills are tested insteadFMB  will accompany a &
lenging approach to preparingreadiness and training standardsf the infantry-focused EIB tasks Combat Medical Badge already E -
their medics exemplified the of the infantry Rangers they sup-of calling in artillery, emplacing earned during deployments in A medic pratices saving a casualty while training to earn
adage that Rangers lead theort. mines, establishing firing posi- support of operations Enduring the Expert Field Medical Badge.
way." “The mission of the Ranger tions and other infantry tasks. Freedom and Iragi Freedom.

Chase said the Ranger medicsnedic is to ensure that a Ranger “An EFMB candidate calls While the EFMB displays that a should look up to him for his “Three different battalior
also had a 100 percent pass rafig healthy and ready to hit a tarfor a medevac helicopter wheremedic is ready for real-word knowledge and skills,” said Sgt.were involved in this training
on the EFMB's written test, get, keep that Ranger healthyan EIB (Expert Infantry Badge) combat, the CMB displays that a Anthony Moore, senior medic, said Carpenter.
which was the highest teamwhile engaged on the target andtandidate calls for artillery fire,” medic has met the challenges ofCo. A, 3rd Bn., 75th Ranger “It was interesting to me
score since the implementatiorbring a healthy Ranger homeexplained Montgomery. real-world combat, said Mont- Regt. “His real-world medical other medics and to compare |
of new written standards for thesafely,” Montgomery said. “The testing is challenging, gomery. knowledge helped him prepareferences in how we perform ¢
program in January 2004. Montgomery said that EFMB but we were prepared, said Spc. Spc. Webster Slavens, Co. A, for success in the EFMB test-jobs. We had a chance to le

Prior the start of the Global testing tasks are very similar toMichael Newton, HHC, 1st 3rd Battalion, 75th Regt. earned ing.” Moore also earned thefrom each other.”

War on Terrorism in 2001, thethose used for Expert Infantry-Battalion, 75th Ranger his CMB during a deployment in EFMB. Prior to arriving here for tes
75th conducted the EFMB testman Badge testing. SimilaritiesRegiment. “The regiment did asupport of Operation Iragi Free-  For a medic to be eligible to ing, the medics prepared loce
once every two years. This wasinclude testing land navigation,lot of advance training with us in dom. “Hopefully this training test for the EFMB, he or sheat their respective units.

the first opportunity for Ranger communications, nuclear, bio-the classroom. We were lecturechas helped better prepare us foimust volunteer for the testing; be There is also a training phe
medics to test for the badge inogical and chemical survival on each topic and we quizzedour next trip overseas,” he said. recommended by his or her combuilt into the EFMB schedule.
more than five years, accordingskills, and a 12-mile road march.each other regularly in the bar-Slavens was also presented withmander; be physically prepared In addition, the Ranger E

to Master Sgt. Harold Mont- In addition to these infantry racks.” an award for having the fastestto cope with the rigorous MB schedule also typical
gomery, senior medic, 75thtasks, medics completed a writ- “Our instructors were very road march time during the test- demands of the test and be CPRincludes an intensive train-
Ranger Regt. ten test covering broad areas ohelpful,” said Spc. Darin Car- ing. qualified, said Capt. J.C. Kelsey,and pre-testing period prior

Montgomery said a Rangermedical assessment and treafenter, also with Headquarters “Specialist Slavens is a very medical operations officer, 75ththe actual test, added Mo
medic has dual responsibilities. ment, preventative medicine,and Headquarters Company, lsmotivated medic and others Ranger Regt. gomery.
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Winn Tutl

Bowling and Golf Bldg. 524, William H. Wilson Avenue. Perimeter Road Closure

Free bowling and shoe rental atCollection ends on Apr. 1. Shoes can be  Due to flooding, the north end of
Marne and Hunter Lanes, 1 — 5 p.m.,dropped of anytime during that period. Perimeter Road, east of the 117thHFlu Shot Program Expanded
the last Saturday of the month, forPoint of contacts for this drive are B Co Control Sqdrn, is temporarily closed
Soldiers and family members. 1/64 FRG leaders Teri French and for repairs.

No golf fees at Taylors Creek andMaike Seymour. For more information,
Hunter Courses from 1 — 5 p.m., thecontact Maike Seymour @ 877-7466.
last Thursday of every month. Golf cart
rental, $7 per person for 9 holes or $1Baseball

later than April 18. Walk to Winn Program

This 12-week walking pro-
gram is designed to increaseNewborn TRICARE Prime

Tuttle Army Health Clinic has a flu activity, water intake and fruit and  Parents now have 60 days fr
shot clinic each Thursday, from 1 to 3 vegetable consumption. the date of birth to enroll th
p.m. Flu vaccine is available to all Registration has begun and spacesewborn in TRICARE Prime.
Sweet Charities Flea Market DOD civilians, service members, mili- are limited. the 60-day window is not met, |

Sunday, Apr. 3, 8 a.m.- 3 p.m., tary retirees, and dependents. For more information, call child will be automaticall
5202 Waters Ave., between Quiznos & For more information, 370-5071 to reserve your place. enrolled in TRICARE Standard

more information, call 370-637

call

for 18 holes. Registration for youth Baseball, T- Annie’s Guitar Shop. Proceeds go toPreventive Medicine at 370-5071/ You must enroll your child |
ball, & Girls’ Softball is currently Hunter AAF Chaplin’s Fund. To vol- 5101. Volunteer Orientation DEERS before you can enroll il
Library underway and ends on Apr. 28. unteer your time or merchandise call The next mandatory volunteerTRICARE.

Read a Poem to Your Sweetheart —Registration is FREE and open to all 912-927-9922 or MstarArts@aol.com Soldiers Inn Dining Facility
Schedule a 30 minute appointment tocCYS members living on or off post.
record a DVD of you reading to your Age groups for Baseball are 7-8, 9-10, Free Liberty Mutual Legends of
sweetheart, from 1 to 8:30 p.m. 11-12, 13-14, & 15-17 (age as of 1 Aug Golf Open to Soldiers, civilians, guests andcome and needed in a variety of

‘05), age group for T-ball is 4-6 (age as  Active duty Military personnel and the general public. Call 352-2538 for capacities at Winn. New Tuttle Pharmacy Hours

Army Hooah Race of 1 Aug '05), and age groups for Girls’ their immediate families (spouses, parinformation. For more information, call 370- The pharmacy is open 7:

Soldiers, civilians, family members Softball are 8-10 & 11-12 (age as of 1 ents and children) can get a free one- 6903 or send an email Brigitte a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday tf
and friends of the Army are invited to Jan '05). We must have at least 40 par-day ticket each day they attend theYouth Programs .roberts@se.amedd.army.mil Wednesday and Friday. It is oj
participate in the 4th Annual Army ticipants for each age group in order to tournament, scheduled Apr. 18-24, at Before-and-after school care for 7:30 to 10:30 am. and 2 to 5
Hooah Race Jun. 11.The race starts dtave leagues for each sport. the Westin, Savannah Harbor Golfgrades 1-5, rates based on income, 6-EDIS p.m. Thursdays. It is closed we
7:30 a.m. in the metro-Atlanta area. Register at Bldg. 443 on Gulick Resort & Spa, when they show theira.m. and 3-6 p.m. weekdays. Teen pro-  Military families with children ends and federal holidays.
Come and enjoy the fun. Avenue (next door to Corkan Pool). Military ID at the main admission gram for grades 6-12, from 3 - 6 p.m. up to 3 years old who may be at

For more information, call Sgt. Maj. For more information, please call 767- gate. For more information, visit weekdays, is free. Sessions includerisk for developmental delays canTRICARE Phone Numbers
William Bissonette at (404) 464- 2312 or 767-4371. www.libertymutuallegends.pgatour.cohomework help, snacks, technology call Educational and For general health care inf
8228 or by e-mail atwilliam.bis- We also need volunteers to help m. and crafts labs, and athletics activities. Developmental Intervention mation, you can call the Hume
sonette@us.army.mil. coach our sports teams! If you are inter- Services for a free screening. Military Audio Library at 877

ested in becoming a volunteer coach for Dinner & a Movie ESL Classes Services include home visits,217-7946.

Shoes for tots Youth Sports, please stop by CYS,  For all family members at HAAF, Basic and Intermediate-level occupational therapy, special For more information of if yc

1/64 Armor BN is sponsoring a Bldg. 443 to fill out a volunteer form. not just those living on post. English as a Second Language classe$nstruction, physical therapy, have questions about TRICAF
"Shoe for Tots" drive for Iraqi children. Volunteer forms are also available atthe  Saturday, Apr. 23, Hunter Club, 1 are free at the Hunter Army Airfield speech and language therapyyou can call TRICARE at 80
Shoes should be in mint condition, allYouth Sports Administration Office, p.m. to 5 p.m. If you wish to attend, Education Center. Call 352-6130 to vision and hearing screenings,444-5445 or the Health Bene
sizes needed. Drop off point is atBldg. 7337 on Austin Road in Bryan contact your FRG leader or Mr. Sanderdind out when and where the next classfamily training, developmental Office at 370-6633 or 800-6-
Battalion headquarters 1/64 Armor, Village. at sandersd@savannahredcross.ong  meets. screenings and assessments. F&221.

Caring about family housing Ask The Judge
GMH supports Stewart residents Free Credit Report

Dianne Borges Ques. Why should | request a free credit Experian, P.O. Box 2002
GMH Military Housing report? Allen, TX 75013
Equifax
Ans. Recently, Bank of America commit- www.equifax.com
ted massive error with respect to the credit 1-800-685-1111
information of members of the Armed Equifax Credit Reporting Services, Inc.,
Forces. P.O. Box 740241,
A great deal of financial information was Atlanta, GA 30374
lost or compromised. Bank of America has
admitted responsibility and has begun taking Trans Union
remedial measures to undo the damage. www.transunion.com
Individual soldiers could have their per- 1-800-916-8800
sonal financial information compromised. Trans Union,
One way to find out is to request a credit P.O. Box 2000
report. Chester, PA 19022

orientation at Winn will be held 9 For more information, 76
All are welcome for breakfast, - 11 a.m. Apr. 7 in Patriot 4909 or 352-5726. Call TF
lunch & dinner served 7 days weekly. Auditorium. Volunteers are wel- CARE at 1-800-444-5445.

It is the belief of GMH
Military Housing that our busi-
ness is more than just brick
and mortar; it is about relation-jgs
ships. !

All of us at GMH believe
that as a company and as indiffs
viduals, we have a duty to prof
vide a quality, well-managed
living environment for every [
resident but also to treat resit=
dents and respond to their
needs as if they were familyto the spacious and energy effipleting such renovations to
members. cient homes as soon as they areccupied homes. With the

“Is not just good business, itready. GMH and Centex Con-assistance of Kim Stutz,
is the right thing to do,” saysstruction are completing 30mayor, Bryan Village South,
Bruce Robinson, President ofnew homes a month. this option is being discussed
GMH Military Housing. Substantial renovations havewith the residents.

Recognizing that the recentoeen completed to over 200 Responding to resident
deployment created a difficulthomes in North and Southneeds and requests, GMH
time for the families, GMH has Bryan Village, Eisenhower completed 2,320 work orders
organized a Teddy Bear Chairvillage and Terrace, andin the last month. Repairs were
in local businesses in andvarne Homes. made to such items as HVAC,
around Fort Stewart and Hun- The reaction of residentswater heaters, plumbing and

File photo

Innovis

Wwww.innovis.com
1-800-540-2505

Innovis Consumer Assistance
P.O. Box 1358,

Columbus, OH 43216-1358

Ques. Am | entitled to a free credit report?

Ans. Georgia residents are entitled to a
free credit report under Georgia state law.

With the adoption of the Fair Credit
Reporting Act, all American citizens will be
entitled to a free credit report.

Residents of western states will be the first Ques.What information do | need to pro
to receive the entitlement to a free creditide?
report.

Residents of eastern states will receive Ans. The different credit reporting agen

ter Army Airfield. Local resi- who moved in has been ex-appliances.
dents can write words oftremely favorable when they With spring around the cor-
encouragement to the familiessee the new hardwood-lookingner, flowers will be planted
whose loved ones are on théloors, six panel colonial doorsshortly.
home front. These letters andand carpeting in the bedrooms. For those residents with
notes will be given out to the In addition, the walls have fenced in yards who wish to
families. GMH is also looking been have been given a fresimake improvements, topsoil
to bring a little enchantment tonew look with texture and and grass seed are available at
family housing residents, andpaint; a complete rehab of theSelf Help.
will be holding Leprechaun bathrooms with new walls; For GMH Military Housing,
Alley at Club Stewart in new ceramic tile floors; new the ultimate objective is to cre-
March. light fixtures, vanities, toilets ate great communities where
Children will enjoy the fun and sinks. soldiers and their families can
and games as well as craft- GMH is also giving each proudly call home and would

their entittement to a free credit at a latecies require different information.
point in time. The most inclusive list of information
needed includes:
Ques. Who do | contact to receive a free
credit report? Your Full Name
Current Mailing Address
Previous Addresses for the last 5 years
Proof of Mailing Address
Date of Birth
Social Security Number
Spouse’s name
Spouse’s Social Security number

Ans. The contact information for the
national credit repositories is as follows:

Experian
www.experian.com
1-888-397-3742

making projects for their par- home more of a designer lookwish to remain or return to
ents who are deployed. Theravith warm colors, modern throughout their military ca-
will be food and refreshmentslighting and an eye on safety.reers.
as well as prizes for the chil- “We completely upgraded For those not yet living on
dren. Family housing residentsall the electrical systems in thebase and reaping the benefits,
will receive more exciting home with new wiring, circuit there are two bedroom junior-
details in the next few weeks. breaker panels, and switches,enlisted homes currently avail-
On the housing front, GMH said Mark Musser, GMH'’s able.
is ahead of schedule for newenovations manager. Any one with questions or
home construction at Fort All renovations have beeninterested in living in family
Stewart and has just completedione while the homes werehousing, is welcome to contact
78 brand new homes in Libertyvacant. GMH is currently as-the GMH Community Man-
Woods. Families are moving insessing the feasibility of com-agement Office at 408-2460.
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POLICE

e Subject: Specialist,
28-year-old male,
Div. Sup. Bde.

e Charge: Failure to
obey general order

e Location: Hunter.

e Subject: Family
member, 21-year-old
male.

e Charges: Driving
while license sus-
pended, illegal trans-
fer of tag.

e Location: Hunter.

e Subject: Sergeant,
31-year-old female,
separate unit.

e Charges: Driving

while license

revoked, speeding
41/30.

e Location: Fort Stewart.

e Subject: Private, 27-year-old male, 1st Bde.
e Charge: Wrongful possession of marijuana.
e Location: Fort Stewart.

e Subject: Sergeant, 29-year-old male, 4th Bde.
e Charges: Drunken driving, speeding 57/45.
e Location: Fort Stewart.

e Subject: Captain, 35-year-old female, separate unit.

e Charges: Failure to yield right of way, failure to
obey traffic device.
e Location: Fort Stewart.

e Subject: Civilian, 28-year-old male.
e Charge: Theft of public property.
e Location: Fort Stewart.

e Subject: Specialist, 21-year-old male, 1st Bde.
e Charge: Wrongful use of marijuana.
e Location: Fort Stewart.

e Subject: Specialist19-year-old male, 4th Bde.
e Charge: Larceny of AAFES property.
e Location: Fort Stewart.

e Subject: Sergeant 1st Class, 34-year-old male, 2nd
Bde.
e Charges: Larceny of government funds, fraud, false

official statement.

e Location: Fort
Stewart.

e Subject: Family
member, 45-year-old
female.

e Charges: Criminal
trespassing, theft of
public property.

e Location: Hunter.

e Subject: Specialist,
26-year-old male, sep-
arate unit.

e Charges: Driving
uner the influence
(alcohol), failure to
maintain lane.

e Location: Hinesville.

e Subject: Civilian, 39-
year-old male.

e Charges: Child abuse, entering military property

e Location: Hunter.

e Subject: Civilian, 35-year-old female.

e Charges: Reckless driving, passing in a no passing
zone

» Location: Fort Stewart.

e Subject: Specialist, 23-year-old male, 4th Bde.
e Charges: Rape, forced sodomy.
» Location: Fort Stewart.

e Subject: Family member, 37-year-old female,.
e Charges: Mutual affray, assault on a police officer.
» Location: Fort Stewart.

e Subject: Sergeant, 35-year-old female, separate unit.
e Charge: Disorderly conduct.
e Location: Savannah.

e Subject: Specialist, 34-year-old male, 4th Bde..
e Charge: Drunken driving.
e Location: Fort Stewart.

e Subject: Family member, 24-year-old female.
e Charge: Disorderly conduct.
e Location: Hunter.

e Subject: Family member, 29-year-old female.
e Charge: Child neglect.
e Location: Hunter.

News briefs from Iraq

Detainee leads Task Force
Baghdad Soldiers to weapons caches

BAGHDAD, Iraqg — A detainee questioned about a rece
improvised explosive device attack, led Task Force Bagh
Soldiers to two weapons caches on March 24. The first
had improvised explosive devices, IED components, caller
boxes and volt meters. At the second location the Sold
found two 160 millimeter rockets and ammunition.

The Soldiers continued to search the area and discover
third weapons cache containing rocket propelled grenad
night vision goggles, and recoilless rifles. Task Force Bagh
Soldiers also found another weapons cache containing t
mortar rounds and an IED trigger device.

Iraqi Police discover
murder victims in parked car
BAGHDAD, Irag — Iraqi Police officers found five local
nationals killed by small arms fire in a car parked in w¢
Baghdad on March 24. The policemen approached a blue
sedan with multiple bullet holes in the exterior and discove
the bodies of five women inside the car. Four of the won
were contractors at a U.S. military installation. The Irg
Police took the vehicle and remains to a nearby police stat

Iraqi Firefighters

extinguish farmland fire

BAGHDAD, Iraqg — Iraqi Firefighters put out a large fire
burning in open farmland just south of Baghdad yesterg
afternoon.Task Force Baghdad Soldiers attempted to fight
fire, but when the fire grew too large they called the Ir3
Firefighters.The Iraqi Firefighters arrived on site at about 1 F
and had the fire under control less than two hours later.

Task Force Baghdad
Soldiers find, detonate 3 IEDs

BAGHDAD, Irag — Three insurgents’ improvised explo
sive attacks failed after explosive ordinance disposal teams
onated three IED’s on March 23.

In Southeast Baghdad, Task Force Baghdad Soldiers fo
an explosive device described as an artillery shell in a box.
explosive ordinance disposal team was called in to detonatg
IED. After detonating the device, the Soldiers unearthed a s
ond round. The explosive ordinance team safely detonated
round.In North Baghdad, an IED consisting of five silver cyli
ders with wires protruding out was discovered by Task Fo
Baghdad Soldiers. An explosive ordinance team safely set
the device.
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Task Force Baghdad helps
- S Iraqis improve quality of life

Spc. Erin Robicheaux i
TFB Public Affairs : ] :

MAHMUDIYAH, Irag—
Renovations and improvementg
are essential for the nation of
Irag to change for the better, ang
the 1088th Engineer Battalion of
the 256th Brigade Combat Tea
is committed to making that
happen and combined forceq -
with the 407th Civil Affairs
Battalion to pay lIraqgi contrac-
tors for the work that they havefg
done to improve the quality of

; % wa e 3 - life for their own people.
= - Spc. Er'm lR.obrgheaux “They (insurgents) have been|

The most recent piece of equipment Operation Iraqgi Freedom Solders have to defeat putting a lot of improvised
improvised explosive devices is the heavily-armored “Buffalo” vehicle designed for explosive devices in the roads

route clearance, giving patrols a closer look at suspected IEDs. so we've hired local contractors
to fix the potholes, and to pave,

clear, and widen the streets,
23-ton Buffalo added oo
goyne, of Headquarters Com-

pany, 1088th. Bourgoyne, is 4

to 256th combat arsenal  zsc ez
and says this process not onl [
. . . . improves the road conditions for Spc. Erin Robicheaux
Spc. Erin Robicheaux in question was more _than_150 yards away.” the locals in the community, but ¢ Sqt. Robert Bourgoyne, pay officer, 1088th Eng. B
256th BCT PAO The Buffalo seats six, with the driver and operator s ajso necessary to keepos Bﬁgade ot T’eam obsérves v .Dav.i,d

the front and the four remaining Soldiers behind theigg)diers safe. - .
CAMP TIGERLAND, Baghdad — A new Soldier designated as “eyes.” The crew is seated about 10 - «gy \idening the roads, it hzns?;ﬂlsogvf} zc:]”;gﬁr;d;;’pénﬁgaﬁg?gyﬂ‘ﬁiﬁ;{??ﬂﬁ 2(':’,{:5

has been initiated into the Tiger Brigade family anteet off of the ground and also has access to an extra jj| deny access to put IEDs for his work on a water pipeline project. The project was

taken up residence with the 1088th Engineeringf searchlights that are maneuvered from inside thaqjly close to where the patrols o : _ _
Battalion. The Buffalo is the most recent equipment teehicle. With the lights, the camera, and the 30- foqyay pass, it gives a little more E;’;rto?fﬂrgsl\jg; n’;(l)J (;)I;lgﬁ ;gztter quality of life to the peo-

defeat improvised explosive devices and just like itarm,” they will be able to search anywhere they feegiandoff distance: and even if ar

name suggests, the 23-ton machine is made of mdhere is a threat. IED is set off, it'll be far enough again. The pipe project is now Langfellow said the contra
strous proportions, and appears to be virtually unstop- Piazza says he and his men received a course on 4yyay from the road that hopeful-bringing water into homes in thetor also rebuilt all of the wate
pable. specifications and operations of the Buffalo. They wely i will prevent some casual- area. holding facilities, fixed win

It is a heavily-armored vehicle designed for routérained by the 458th Engineers and received classrotjes » he said. Maj. David Langfellow, com- dows, cleaned up foliage arot
clearance, giving patrols a closer look at suspectétstruction, as well as on-the-job training. They wer  Twq projects in Mahmudiyah mander of A Company, 407ththe building, and even rebt

IEDs. This way it can be confirmed that an IED is preafforded the opportunity to go with the team on misare pringing water to residentsCA Bn., says this venture ispart of the building itself ar
sent before bringing an Explosive Ordnance Dispossions, and about 75 percent of what they learned Wyt the area. bringing water to at least threepainted it.

team onto the scene. from actually conducting route clearance in the area  The East Mahmudiyah Pipeneighborhoods in the Mahmu- “He really brought it back
1st Lt. Cecil Piazza of Company A, 1088th En. Broperation. Since his unit's main mission has been prgject is combined with the diyah vicinity. life,” Langfellow said. “He’s .
has played an active role in bringing the new addition &scort EOD, Piazza feels that there is no one better reconstruction of a local water “Basically, the contractor great contractor; he acco

the 256th Brigade Combat Team. He explained how tilee job than he and his men. _ plant which has not been usedvho was overseeing the wateplished his mission.”
machine works. “We know every single route in the brigade’s area (gjnce 1972, but thanks to com-plant rebuilt and refurbished the And according to Langfello
“It (the Buffalo) is equipped with a 30-foot extension, calledperation,” he said, “we know the trends, and we knopined efforts of the 256th BCT, entire building — everything locals accomplishing missic
an Ironclaw, which is operated from within the vehicle. Ondée patterns and habits like the backs of our hands” 407th CA Bn., and local con-from the power supply to electri- like this are what will help U.
an IED is spotted by a route clearance team, it can be investiBased on the intelligence gathered through patriractors, it is up and runningcal pumps,” he said. Forces accomplish theirs.
gated without getting physically on the ground to look at it.” debriefings and information sent down to the company
The operator uses the Ironclaw to probe debris atelel, the Buffalo will be tasked out to the desired
dirt from around the questionable device and also hasgatrols. This is the most recent example of the Tiger
extra set of eyes mounted on top to help decipher tBeigade receiving the latest high-tech equipment to help
identity of the object. Working hand in hand with a telebattle the war on terror. The Buffalo’s purpose is to keep
vision screen inside the vehicle, a 200X zoom videBoldiers protected from IEDs.
camera has a bird's eye view of everything. According Piazza and the A Company Soldiers will accompany
to Spc. Chris Johnson, it has the capability to help thiee patrolling units, and he has faith that this will prove
crew see clearly. to be a viable asset.
“Yesterday | was familiarizing myself with the cam-  “In light of the activity and tragedies in December
era, and | zoomed in on a Soldier who was working iand January, the Buffalo will be a great asset and
that building over there in the motor pool.” The buildingesource for the brigade to have,” he said.
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Former political prisoner recalls incarceration

Staff Sgt. Craig Zentkovich he said, adding that the formefT®
Task Force Baghdad regime’s Iragi police, military |
police and special security all
CAMP LOYALTY, Irag —  dressed in civilian clothes. “When

The Directorate of General Se-l asked why they wanted to seq

curity and Special Security office my ID card, seven men surround-"?"
— the compound that is now Camped me, took my ID, and forced me| |

Loyalty. To some Soldiers of theinto a vehicle.”
2nd Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Alisaid, “I thought this was the
Infantry Division, it is their home. end; that | was going to die.”

To some lIragis, it is still a symbol He was suspected of doing
of fear, torture and death at thebusiness with Kurdistan, and inf
hands of the former regime. possession of a fake ID. He haq

Most Iragis, like Anmar Abdel deserted the Iraqi army in 1992.

Ali, knew, or at least believed, if When he first arrived at the

you were sent to the compoundprison, the interrogations began

and its prison, you weren't leav-He was questioned on his deal

ing there alive. ings with the Kurds, being hit
The prison held anyone whorepeatedly in the process.

was considered a “threat to the “lI don’t want to remember

regime.” Ali was one of those some of the other things they did,”

e

threats. Ali said, and referred to incidents|
On Mar. 11, he visited Camp of prisoners being hung from the| |
Loyalty and the prison where heceiling by their feet, being hit =

was held for three months. with a reed and having salt rubbec
At 22, Ali was arrested in in their wounds.

Baghdad at his place of work by  “On my first (rough interroga-

Baath Party security. He was for-tion), they put me in a cell by

ced into a vehicle, had his eyeanyself... took my clothes... and Holmes, brigade human intelli- rienced, “(the guards) practiced

A view from above in the DGS prison's general population
block. This is where families and petty criminals were

Some of the prisoners’ sensory They suspected he was dea
deprivation was ongoing. wasn't until the brother was trar

Window openings, which now ferred to Abu Ghraib, where |
offer refreshing beams of sunlightspent another 10 years incarce
into the prison, were blackened;ed, that the family discovered
inmates did not know if it was was still alive.

night or day. “My brother won't speak
The living conditions at the word of what happened in (t
prison were equally horrific. DGS prison),” Abdul-Nabi sait

According to Ali, his 6’x 9' “But when we sleep in the sal
cell held as many as 18 prisonerplace, | always awake to hear t
at a time. talking in his sleep, having nig}

“We had no bathroom,” he mares of the things they did
said. “After they fed us... a piecehim.”
of bread and maybe some soup Abdul-Nabi himself would nc
for the day... we had to use thestep foot in the prison during |
food tray for a toilet.” visit.

When the U.S. first made the For Ali, his incarceration we
compound into a military camp, all for naught. Ali spent thre
many locals seeking work wouldmonths at the DGS prison
not enter the compound, accordBaghdad before being transfer
ing to Hayder Abdul-Nabi. to Kirkuk for four more month:

Abdul-Nabi, a contracted inter- There was no evidence agai
preter, had two brothers incarcerhim for dealings with the Kurd
ated at the DGS prison. His olderSomeone else who shared
brother, whom he would notsame name was the suspe
name, was a prisoner there fothreat to the regime.
seven years. Ali spent three months

“My brother was an (armorer) prison for desertion from tk

covered and was transported to éguards) would pour buckets ofgence analysis chief, 2nd BCT, astrategically placed) electro-for the (old Iragi Army),” he said. army before his father bought |
military police camp. Hours later, water on me.” It was February. variety of barbaric methods wereshock and slicing, sensory depri-‘The (regime) found out he (sold) son’s freedom. Ali, now 34, ar
he arrived at the DGS prison. Incidents of torture during used to interrogate prisonersvation, various methods of (sus-a pistol, and he was arrested.”  Abdul-Nabi both left the forme

“The security stopped me oninterrogations were the rule, notthroughout Irag.

the street, asked if | was Anmarthe exception.

pending prisoners) with hooks Abdul-Nabi added that his DGS compound Mar. 11 on th
“You name it, they did it,” he and eyelets, starvation... andfamily had no idea where hisown free will, alive, and no long
... then asked me for my ID card,” According to 1st Lt. Gregory said. In addition to what Ali expe- severe beatings.”

brother was for those seven yeardiving in fear.
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Smith ———— From Page 1A
the enemy. He then took two Soldiers
forward to join the guards and directed
their engagement of the enemy with
small arms. The enemy continued to fire
rifles, RPGs, and 60mm mortars at the
Soldiers on the street and within the
courtyard. Enemy soldiers began mov-
ing along the buildings on the north side
of the clearing to get into position to
climb into the towers. Sgt. 1st Class
Smith called for an APC to move for-
ward to provide additional fire support.
Sgt. 1st Class Smith then fired an AT-4 at
the enemy while directing the his fire
team assembled near the front line of the
engagement area.

Running low on ammunition and hav-
ing taken RPG hits, the Bradley with-
drew to reload. The lead APC in the area
received a direct hit from a mortar,
wounding the three occupants. The
enemy attack was at its strongest point
and every action counted. Not only were
the wounded Soldiers threatened but
also more than 100 Soldiers from B
Company, the Task Force Aid Station,
and the Mortar Platoon were at risk.

Sgt. 1st Class Smith ordered one of

his Soldiers to back the damaged APC [ .,

back into the courtyard after the wound-

ed men had been evacuated. Knowing =

the APC 's .50-Cal. machinegun was the
largest weapon between the enemy and
the friendly position, Sgt. 1st Class
Smith immediately assumed the track
commander's position behind the
weapon, and told a soldier who accom-
panied him to “feed me ammunition
whenever you hear the gun get quiet.”
Sgt. 1st Class Smith fired on the advanc-
ing enemy from the unprotected position
atop the APC and expended at least
three boxes of ammunition before being
mortally wounded by enemy fire. The
enemy attack was defeated. Sgt. 1st
Class Smith’s actions saved the lives of at

Sgt. Craig Zentkovich

least 100 Soldiers, caused the failure of a sgt. First Class Paul Smith will be Sgt. 1st Class Paul Smith (left) and Spc. Fernando Guillen, a mechan-

deliberate enemy attack hours after 1st gwarded the Medal of Honor Apr.
B”gade Seized the Baghdad Airport, 4 at aWhlte House Ceremony.

ic with 11th Eng. Bn., pause from wheel hub repair for a photo at Camp
Pennsylvania.

and resulted in an estimated 20-50

enemy soldiers killed. His actions Soldiers in direct contact with a numeri- position to fire the .50-Cal. machinegun  His actions prevented a penetration
inspired his platoon, his Company, the cally superior enemy—to personally through at least three boxes of ammuni- in the Task Force 2-7 sector, defendec
11th Engineer Battalion and Task Force engage the enemy with a fragmentation tion before being mortally wounded— the aid station, mortars, and scouts, and

2-7 Infantry.

Sgt. 1st Class Smith’s actions to lead ultimately assume the track commander’s above and beyond the call of duty.

grenade, AT-4, and individual weapon, to demonstrates conspicuous gallantry allowed the evacuation of Soldiers
wounded by indirect enemy fire.

Police From Page 1A
that | would be happy to be a part of this,5chool diploma,” Meehan said. “That being For this Iraqgi, applying to become
said Sgt. Corey Smith, Forward Supporsaid, the literacy test, along with the PTpolice officer is not just a stop-over until
Battery 1/76 FA. “| see it as we are tryingest is what gives a lot of these guys a ndinds something else he would rather do
to help these guys out. We are helping tgo.” “I want to do this for the rest of my life,
train the good guys in this area to help One potential recruit, who asked that hise said. “Maybe | will become a colonel
clean out the bad guys and to rebuild Iracqname not be used, said he was applyirggeneral.”
| see a lot of motivated wannabe-Soldierbecause of his family and his country. “I Smith was encouraged by the caliber
out here today that want to help us out.” am not doing this for money,” he said. “Mythe men who turned out to protect the
After the physical test, the potentialfamily has money. | am doing this becausewn country.
recruits took a literacy test and then wermy father and brother are both Iraqgfl really think that some of these guys a
screened by medics to make sure theRolicemen and because | love my countrygoing to be good cops,” he said.
were no preexisting medical conditions For him the PT test was easy. “I play a “They will do a great job of taking ove
that would strike them from service. lot of soccer, so the running was easy,” hineir country. Soon we’ll get to the poil
“As a condition for the screening all thesaid. “I will use my running skills to chasewhere we are supporting them instead
applicants have to have at least a higtown the terrorists.” them supporting us,” he said.
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Coalition two years in Iraq

Task Force Baghdad — 2%, v [T "0 1
commitment, work

coalition part
ners’ contribu
tions over her
are significant,
he said.

The coalitior
BAGHDAD, Iraq — “Keeping the coali- in Irag remain

tion here strong and working together is a I§trong, Webe

like maintaining a marriage,” the chief of staffd. and mo:
for Multinational F | Id the Ameri members hav
or Multinational Force Iraq told the American, . o

Forces Press Service. forces  her
“A good marriage isnit easy. You have to work at hrough the en
every day, and there has to be give and take on both the vyear
sides,” said Marine Maj. Gen. Joseph F. Weber. However,  ht
“And that is what dealing with the coalition over hereaid, that doe
is,” said Weber. “It's been a selfless give and take oot mean th: leads the Task Force
both sides, by all the countries involved.” they may no Baghdad coalition.

Working as a coalition introduces challenges to thghase in their troop reductions before that. “I think th
mission, with coalition members bringing to the tableoalition forces are approaching their drawdown exactl
different languages, cultures, skill levels, types ahe way we probably want them to, and they have bet
equipment and philosophies about the way they plaery cooperative in working with us,” he said.
and strategize, Weber said. “It makes things very inter- Multinational Force Iraq is developing goals and
esting and very challenging,” he said. objectives for the end of 2005 and beyond, but Web

But despite the challenges, Weber said, Operatigaid deadlines won't be the driving force in those
Iragi Freedom is stronger for the many capabilitigslans, invoking the words of Army Gen. George W.
coalition members contribute. Casey Jr., Multinational Force Irag commander

Regardless of their troop strength in Irag, Weber saiGeneral Casey says we are not going to tie ourselvi
all coalition members are important contributors to th@ any specific timelines or numbers,” Weber said. “I
operation. “l don't care if it's a country that has 12 solis going to be condition-based.”
diers over here or a country like Korea that has 3,700

Donna Miles
American Forces Press Service

File Pho
Maj. Gen. William Web-
ster, commanding gener-
al, 3rd Infantry Division,
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But unlike during their last base. “But outside on theter future, he said. “What the
deployment, when soldiersstreet, you always have to bavant is exactly the same thin
said they could pop into aon your toes,” he said. “You that we all want.”
local shop to buy an ice creamhave to be ready for any- Soldiers from the 2nc
or CD, today they're far more thing.” Brigade said they're playing
guarded. No longer is the But despite the threats theykey role in helping fulfill that
threat they face as clearlyknow exist, the soldiers saydream in Iraq. “We're here t
defined as it was during theirthey’re convinced that the vasthelp the Iraqi people get bac
first deployment here. majority of lraqis they en- up on their feet and sho
“Before, everyone ap- counter are glad theyre herethem there’s light at the end ¢
proaching our vehicle wasand believe theyre helpingthe tunnel,” said Ducote
coming to thank us. We didn't Iraq. “That's something worth
have worries that they were That support isn’'t always asfighting for.”
trying to blow us up,” said evident as during the divi- Rolland admitted that while
Capt. Robert Meadows, 2ndsion’s first deployment here, he had mixed emotions abo
Brigade’s surgeon and thewhen Rolland said “peopleleaving his family behind tc
only staff officer to serve with were lining the street, cheer-return to Irag so quickly, hit
the brigade through both Iraging for us and wanting to havelatest deployment here |
deployments. “And now, nine their pictures taken with us.” proving to “be good for me
times out of 10, the people “But the people are still mentally.”
don’t have a bomb, but younice, and happy to see us, anti When we left, we had wor
don't know that. And not glad we’re here,” he said,the war but hadn’t yet won th
knowing is really stressful on adding that they're tired of thepeace,” he said. Watchin
the troops.” deaths and destruction thenews reports of ongoing ope
“It's more dangerous now,” insurgents have left in theirations in Iraq left him frustrat
agreed Rolland. “It seems thatvake. “The majority of the ed and wanting to contribute
since we left, the attacks havepeople here want their country“It’s not really that you want
gotten more sophisticated andack and they want to help ugo be here, it's that you knoy
more deadly.” fight these guys.” you need to be,” he said.
Spc. George Woods, on his The bottom line, Rolland Now, back in the country hi
third deployment to Irag with said, is that “the average Iragiand his fellow soldiers helpe
just four years of Army ser- is really no different from us.” liberate two years agc
vice under his belt, said heThe Iragis want to live in Rolland said, “it's good to b
feels secure inside the 2ndpeace, provide for their fami-back and helping the Iraq
Brigade’s forward operating lies and look forward to a bet-make a difference.”





